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Coggins. A Fourth District resident of over 70
years, Mrs. Coggins boasts a long life full of
family and strong values which set her apart
as joy to her community.

Born on February 25, 1911, Mrs. Coggins
was born in Summerfield, Louisiana to Andy
and Eula Davis. After marrying Woodrow
Coggins on October 8, 1949, in El Dorado,
they raised ten children together. Today, her
large family boasts of 20 grandchildren, 30
great-grandchildren, and 2 great-great-grand-
children.

It was this beautiful, large family which in-
spired her to work so hard throughout her life.
After her husband passed away in 1967, Mrs.
Coggins continued to present a hard work
ethic to provide for her family, creating a home
where “everyone felt welcome.” While this is
mostly due to her cooking skills and her tre-
mendous love of sports, according to her chil-
dren, Mrs. Coggins always seeks to live her
life in a way that is loving to all people. Her
wisdom and innate love for her neighbors
shine in her life motto: “no secrets, living right,
not hating people, and obeying God.”

| take this time today to celebrate the 110th
birthday of Mrs. Willie Bell Coggins and wish
her a life full of blessings. May we all look to
her as the truest example of kindness, hard
work, family, and love for our fellow man.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF WAYNESBORO
SALVATION ARMY

HON. JOHN JOYCE

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 10, 2021

Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania. Madam Speak-
er, | rise today to congratulate the Waynes-
boro Salvation Army upon the completion of a
successful Red Kettle Campaign.

This year, the Waynesboro Service Unit of
the Salvation Army continued its long history
of supporting the “Do the Most Good” pro-
gram that benefits the Waynesboro,
Greencastle and Mercersburg communities.
This year, the group overcame obstacles to
not only achieve but exceed their goal. The
Salvation Army attributes this success to the
generosity of the community members and the
help of volunteers who dedicated countless
hours over a five-week period.

The Waynesboro Salvation Army is a valued
part of our community and faithfully serves in-
dividuals and families in need. It is a pleasure
to congratulate these Pennsylvanians on a
successful Red Kettle Campaign and wish
them every continued success.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. JOHN KATKO

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 10, 2021

Mr. KATKO. Madam Speaker, | missed the
vote on Roll Call No. 66 on March 9, 2021.
Had | been present, | would have voted NAY
on Roll Call No. 66.

Additionally, on Roll Call No. 68, | mistak-
enly voted YEA and would like to correct my
vote to a NAY.
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HONORING BOYD McDANIELS III
HON. KWEISI MFUME

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 10, 2021

Mr. MFUME. Madam Speaker, | rise this
morning to call attention to the passing of First
Sergeant Boyd McDaniels lll, a Fellow Brother
Mason and friend to all that would come to
know him. His funeral services are taking
place as | speak.

First Sergeant McDaniels was a dedicated
and highly accomplished soldier who served in
several high-profile conflicts, including Desert
Storm | and Il, Operation Iragi Freedom and
several other classified missions. A skilled sol-
dier, Boyd rose through the ranks of the Army
and served in both the famed 82nd Airborne
Division and 101st Airborne Division and was
also a trained marksman. He received his
training in lithography at Fort Belvoir, Virginia,
where he also served years later as a drill ser-
geant.

Boyd was a highly decorated veteran who
served with great honor and distinction. During
his service, he was the recipient of two Bronze
Star Awards. Among his other military honors
was a U.S. flag, Service Star, Office Star Pro-
fessional Badge, Basic Marks, Quail Badge,
Global War on Terrorism Expeditionary Badge,
Parachutist Terrorism Service Medal, Meri-
torious Service medal, Army Commendation
Medal, Joint Meritorious Unit Award and the
Army Good Conduct Medal.

The Army is also where Boyd met his future
wife and the love of his life, Deborah, when
they were both serving in Germany. He retired
from the U.S. Military on June 1, 2003.

Boyd was also called to another type of
service while serving in the military: becoming
active in two fraternal organizations. While in
Germany he joined the Prince Hall Free and
Accepted Masons of North America becoming
the lodge’s youngest ever “Most Worshipful
Grand Master.” He would later rise to the rank
of 33rd degree. He was also a member of
Shriners International.

Boyd was a huge Dallas Cowboys and avid
South Carolina Gamecocks football fan. He
also loved his Lamar High School Silver
Foxes, his alma mater (Class of 1984). Gre-
garious, outgoing and the life of the party,
Boyd loved to have a good time and wanted
others to enjoy themselves as well.

Family was the most important thing to him.
He talked to his mom every day and adored
his wife and two sons. They were the center
of his universe.

First Sergeant McDaniels leaves to mourn
his passing a wife, Deborah McDaniels of Co-
lumbia, S.C.; two sons Bryan McDaniels of
Columbia, S.C. and Ryan McDaniels of Rock
Hill, S.C.; his parents, Rev. Boyd McDaniel, Jr.
and Mamie Lee McDaniels of Darlington, S.C.;
three siblings, Tara (Michael) Bines of Colum-
bia, S.C., Zachary (Andrea) McDaniels of Bal-
timore, MD, Connie (Troy) McDaniels Williams
of Florence S.C.; and sister-in-law Charlene
Swain (David) and two brothers-in-law, Troy
(Linda) Cummings and Ronald Cummings of
Eatonton, GA. He also has eight nieces and
nephews—Marcus, Kyla, Kelsen, Chelsea,
Kiera, Kevis, Emma and Troy Jr. Mr.
McDaniels was preceded in death by two sib-
lings, Robin Lee Williams and Phillip “Ricky”
Rueben.
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May Boyd’s soul rest in peace.

HONORING THE LIFE SAVING AC-
TIONS OF NOBLESVILLE POLICE
OFFICERS

HON. VICTORIA SPARTZ

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 10, 2021

Mrs. SPARTZ. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor heroic actions taken by two police of-
fices in my district, Officer Tiffany Bledsoe and
Officer David Lindenschmidt of the Noblesville
Police Department. Both Officers Bledsoe and
Lindenschmidt were able to save lives in the
early morning hours of February 27, 2021.

Officer Bledsoe was dispatched to a hotel
with reports of an overdose. As the first officer
on scene, Officer Bledsoe began chest com-
pressions and rescue breaths before admin-
istering Narcan to the patient who then re-
gained consciousness and began breathing
again. About 20 hours later, a similar call
came in, prompting Officer Lindenschmidt to
respond to a report of an overdose. Officer
Lindenschmidt also administered Narcan to
the patient playing a vital role in avoiding an
opioid overdose death.

The quick actions of Officers Bledsoe and
Lindenschmidt saved lives that day. These two
officers are examples of how our policemen
and women serve and protect us every day. |
am honored to commend their actions.

———

HONORING DR. WILLIE BLAIR’S
LIFE AND LEGACY OF SERVICE

HON. JUAN VARGAS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 10, 2021

Mr. VARGAS. Madam Speaker, | rise today,
along with Congresswoman SARA JACOBS, to
honor Dr. Willie Blair. A Vietnam Combat vet-
eran, former congressional staffer, and leader
of the Black American Political Association of
California-San Diego Chapter (BAPAC).

Dr. Blair was born in 1951 in Knoxville, Ten-
nessee and was one of eight children.

He received a Bachelor of Arts in political
science from Maryville College in 1973, at-
tended Officer Candidate School in Newport,
Rhode Island and was commissioned as a
U.S. Naval Officer.

Dr. Blair served as a Naval Officer for eight
years, including a tour of duty in Vietnam as
a small boat leader, where he participated in
the evacuation of Saigon and Cambodia in
May of 1975.

After being honorably discharged in 1981,
Dr. Blair moved to San Diego and earned a
Master of Business Administration degree and
a subsequent Doctorate in Humanities and
Arts from Point Loma Nazarene University.

Dr. Blair was a special assistant to former
Congressman Bob Filner, focusing on vet-
erans’ issues, including veteran homeless-
ness, retiring in 2013.

As a San Diego community leader, Dr. Blair
left a legacy of social justice and equity.

From 2008 to 2017, he served as board
chairman for BAPAC, an organization that
strives to ensure the Black community in San
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Diego County remains a relevant economic,
social, and political force in Southern Cali-
fornia.

Dr. Blair strongly believed in the mission of
BAPAC: to work for the maximum effective
representations of Black people in the political,
economic, and educational systems of San
Diego County and find solutions to issues re-
lated to jobs, education, and healthcare.

In 2017, he was elected as BAPAC’s Presi-
dent where he continued his work in civil and
human rights and used his stature to promote
quality leadership in the community.

Dr. Blair devoted his life to bridging the
achievement gap for ethnic and minority
groups and elevate the positive educational
outcomes of disenfranchised communities.

Dr. Blair devoted his life to mentoring lead-
ers in the black community ensuring status
within the Democratic party and in other insti-
tutions and he was passionate about reaching
common ground among Latinos, Asians, and
other ethnic and minority groups.

Dr. Blair is survived by his daughter, U.S.
Airforce Officer Deborah Smith, siblings Janet,
Trece and Roger, and several nieces and
nephews.

——————

HONORING FRANCESCO GENUARDI
FOR HIS TENURE AS CONSUL
GENERAL OF ITALY IN NEW
YORK

HON. BILL PASCRELL, JR.

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 10, 2021

Mr. PASCRELL. Madam Speaker, | rise to
recognize and honor Francesco Genuardi,
who after five years of admirable service as
the Consul General of ltaly in New York, has
been designated Ambassador of Italy to the
Kingdom of Belgium.

Mr. Genuardi, who is married with two
daughters, is an Italian diplomat with over 27
years of professional experience. Born in
Brussels on July 7, 1967, he graduated with a
degree in Law from the University of Milan in
1991.

He joined ltaly’s diplomatic service in 1993,
and for the next five years worked at the Euro-
pean Union’s Directorate-General for Eco-
nomic Affairs, where he dealt with international
issues of importance associated with environ-
mental protection and safety.

From 1998 to 2002, he served as Deputy
Consul at the Consulate General in Buenos
Aires, Argentina. From 2002 through 2005, he
returned to his native Brussels to serve as
First Secretary at the Permanent Mission of
ltaly to the North Atlantic Treaty Organization
(NATO).

Mr. Genuardi returned to Rome in 2005 and
began an eleven-year tenure at the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, working with seven suc-
ceeding Ministers as a liaison officer for par-
liament. In 2014, Mr. Genuardi was appointed
by then Minister Paolo Gentiloni to serve as
head of the Office for Parliamentary Relations
of the Italian Foreign Ministry.

In March of 2016, Mr. Genuardi was ap-
pointed Consul General of Italy in New York,
covering the states of New York, New Jersey,
and Connecticut, as well as the territory of
Bermuda, which collectively have a population
of nearly 100,000 Italian residents and over 3
million Italian Americans.
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During his tenure at the Consulate General
of ltaly in New York, Mr. Genuardi dem-
onstrated a special attention towards all of the
ltalian and Italian American people of New
York and the Tri-State area by actively engag-
ing with the many existing Italian and Italian
American associations, and contributing to the
creation of new interest groups related to cul-
ture, education, athletics, and more.

Mr. Genuardi also contributed greatly to the
budding careers of young ltalians and ltalian
Americans through the Consulate’s “Meet the
New ltalians” program, a series of workshops
and professional development seminars aimed
at ltalian professionals.

Mr. Genuardi’s commendable tenure in New
York and lifetime of diplomatic service leaves
no doubt that he will take on his new role in
Brussels with professionalism, grace, and re-
solve. His presence will be deeply missed
among the Tri-State Italian American commu-
nity. | am proud to rise today in recognition of
the career and service of Francesco Genuardi,
incoming Ambassador of ltaly to the Kingdom
of Belgium.

————

IN RECOGNITION OF EDWIN
GOTWALT

HON. JOHN JOYCE

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 10, 2021

Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania. Madam Speak-
er, | rise today to honor the life and legacy of
Edwin Gotwalt, a beloved member of the cen-
tral Pennsylvania community.

Mr. Gotwalt was born May 20, 1936 in York
County. His strong work ethic began early, as
he took his first job at the age of six to help
support his family. After a career as a man-
ager at Giant Food Stores, he founded Mister
Ed’s Elephant Museum and Candy Emporium.

Mr. Ed owned and operated this iconic
candy shop from 1975 until he retired in 2004.
After his retirement, Mr. Ed sought out oppor-
tunities to encourage and mentor the next
generation of the business community. He
also was a dedicated member of the commu-
nity. Mr. Ed served on many community
boards, including his beloved Totem Pole
Playhouse.

After a remarkable life, Mr, Ed passed away
on February 26, 2021—the same day that
marked his 54th wedding anniversary to his
wife Patricia and the 46th anniversary of
founding his business. It is a pleasure to
honor the life and legacy of Mr. Ed Gotwalt for
his many accomplishments and contributions
to our region. | offer my condolences to his
family, friends, and loved ones as they mourn
this great loss.

IN RECOGNITION OF MR. WILL
BAKER

HON. C.A. DUTCH RUPPERSBERGER

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 10, 2021

Mr. RUPPERSBERGER. Madam Speaker, |
rise before you today to honor Mr. Will Baker
as he retires after more than 40 years as di-
rector of the Chesapeake Bay Foundation
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(CBF), the nation’s premier nonprofit Bay
watchdog. Guided by its mission to “Save the
Bay,” the CBF strives to ensure that future
generations may have the privilege of enjoying
this national treasure.

Mr. Baker began his career at the CBF as
an intern in 1976, shortly after graduating from
Trinity College in Hartford, Connecticut. Just
five years later, in 1981, he was appointed as
the organization’s next president. Under his
leadership, the foundation has grown from a
small organization with three staffers to the
nation’s largest independent conservation or-
ganization dedicated solely to saving the
Chesapeake Bay. The CBF now boasts
300,000 members and 200 employees in of-
fices located in Maryland, Virginia, Pennsyl-
vania, and the District of Columbia. CBF over-
sees 16 separate environmental education
centers throughout the region that host an
award-winning program that has provided
meaningful watershed experiences to more
than 1 million students.

With Mr. Baker at the helm, the Chesa-
peake Bay Foundation has received well-de-
served recognition for its outstanding work.
Most notably, the CBF received the 1992
Presidential Medal for Environmental Excel-
lence, the nation’s most prestigious environ-
mental accolade.

Mr. Baker has been recognized by organiza-
tions too numerous to mention in their entirety.
He has received honorary degrees from the
University of Baltimore, Washington College
and St. Mary’s College. He was presented the
Circle of Excellence Award by The Daily
Record, named to Baltimore Magazine’s
Power 50, and received the Speaker's Medal-
lion from the Maryland House of Delegates.

Outside of his work for the Chesapeake Bay
Foundation, Mr. Baker has contributed his
time and talents as a member of the Johns
Hopkins Medicine Executive Committee, as a
trustee to the Central Maryland Transportation
Alliance and as a member of the Board of
Visitors to the University of Maryland Balti-
more County.

On a personal note, | have deeply enjoyed
getting to know and working with Mr. Baker
over the years. He is not just a passionate
and effective steward of one of our nation’s
most precious resources, he is a kind and de-
cent person. Madam Speaker, | ask that you
join me today to honor the career of Mr. Will
Baker. His commitment to the betterment of
his community and to the Chesapeake Bay
should serve as an example to us all.

————

MCENTIRE JOINT NATIONAL
GUARD BASE IS CRUCIAL

HON. JOE WILSON

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 10, 2021

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Madam
Speaker, on Friday | visited dedicated men
and women of the South Carolina National
Guard serving at McEntire Joint National
Guard Base. McEntire serves critical state and
national security missions, most recently
spearheading the effort to quickly distribute
Wuhan Virus vaccines. It is an excellent site
for placement of F-35 aircraft.

McEntire is home to the 169th Fighter Wing
“Swamp Foxes,” some of the most capable pi-
lots
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